Minutes

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
April 10, 2017
A meeting of the City of Petoskey Parks and Recreation Commission was held in the City Hall
Parkside Room, Petoskey, Michigan, on Monday, April 10, 2017. Roll was called at 7:00 P.M.
and the following were:
Present: Amy McMullen, Vice Chairperson
William Hansen, Jr.
Mike Morey
Ken Turk
Sharon Walker
Absent with notification: Roy Pulaski
Paul Schemanski
Staff: Kendall Klingelsmith, Parks and Recreation Director
Others Present:

Jackie Pilette – Emmet Conservation District
Minutes Approved

Minutes of the Monday, March 13, 2017 meeting were read and approved. Motion for approval
was made by Commissioner Turk, seconded by Commissioner Morey, with all members present
voting aye.
YEAS: Hansen, McMullen, Morey, Turk, Walker (5)
NAYS: (0)
Presentation of the 2016 Annual
Parks and Recreation Participation Report
Director Klingelsmith gave a brief summary of the 2016 Annual Parks and Recreation Participation
Report. Participation numbers are satisfactory however opportunities are apparent with the retired
population. The department will do a survey in conjunction with the master plan process to identify
areas of public need in addition to complete a community activity inventory to fully understand
what the community has to offer. There are potential areas where additional programs,
cooperative partnerships or improving on existing programs are evident.
A numeric summary of all programs and a list of all participants were also provided to the Parks
and Recreation Commission.
A motion was made by Commissioner Walker, seconded by Commissioner Hansen, Jr., to accept
the 2016 Parks and Recreation Participation Report. The motion carried with all members present
voting aye.
YEAS: Hansen, McMullen, Morey, Turk, Walker (5)
NAYS: (0)

Bear Creek and Resort Township
Participation Agreements Approved
The City of Petoskey and the Townships of Bear Creek and Resort have recognized the need for
and the benefits of shared recreational programming and have entered into recreational
agreements to provide this service for their respective residents for a number of years.
Provisions of these agreements state that all residents of Bear Creek and Resort Townships who
participate in City provided or hosted recreational programs will not pay outside residency fees.
In return, the townships share in the recreational program costs based upon the percentage of
residents participating in the programs.
City staff has prepared standard agreements for 2017 based upon the actual program expenses
and 2016 participation figures. In 2017, the agreement costs for Bear Creek Township, based on
26.28% participation, is $35,425.70 and agreement costs for Resort Township, based on 12.06%
participation, is $16,257.00.
A motion was made by Commissioner Morey, seconded by Commissioner Turk, to approve and
send the 2017 Participation Agreement contracts to Bear Creek and Resort Townships. The
motion carried with all members present voting aye.
YEAS: Hansen, McMullen, Morey, Turk, Walker (5)
NAYS: (0)
2016 Glenn H. Casey Award Nominations
In 1981, the “Glenn H. Casey” award was established to annually recognize a recreation volunteer
who has exhibited an outstanding commitment to the City’s recreation program.
Commission members were informed that last year’s recipient was Dave Hansen, for his efforts
in coaching multiple recreation programs including flag football, girl’s softball, baseball, and boys
and girls basketball.
A list of past recipients of the Glenn H. Casey Award was also furnished to Commission members.
This year’s nomination is Richard Harbaugh who, in 1982 along with Jim Harris received the
Glenn H. Casey Award for previous service to the community. Dick Harbaugh was also an original
member of the Parks and Recreation Commission up until 2012 and has served as an Honorary
Board Member since his passing this winter. He is also a member of the Petoskey Hall of Fame,
MASA (Michigan Amateur Softball Association) Hall of Fame and served both the City of Petoskey
and Petoskey Public Schools in many recreational areas. Finally, Dick was a founding member
of the Petoskey Little League, involved in Petoskey Fast Pitch Association, among other
accomplishments.
A motion was made by Commissioner Hansen, seconded by Commissioner Walker, to approve
Richard Harbaugh as the 2016 Glenn H. Casey award winner. The motion carried with all
members present voting aye.
YEAS: Hansen, McMullen, Morey, Pulaski, Turk, Walker (5)
NAYS: (0)

Tax Increment finance Authority Recommendations
Director Klingelsmith gave an update on the Magnus Park Playground, overlook deck/stairs
engineering and Festival Area goose control project. Projects have been approved and are
moving forward as scheduled.
Miscellaneous
Jackie Pilette from the Emmet Conservation District commented on the Festival Area goose
control project and recommended considering a native species plant such as Ninebark or Black
Chokeberry instead of Burning Bush. Director Klingelsmith indicated the Burning Bush was
suggested by a landscape architect and supported by nursery owners, however acknowledges
he was not part of the planning process until the last few weeks. The Director indicated the project
was supported by the Parks and Recreation Commission and approved by both the Tax Increment
Finance Authority and Petoskey City Council and is unsure what the end result will be in terms of
changing the plant at this point. A commitment was made by the Director to have a conversation
with the City Manager regarding the concern by Ms. Pilette.
Ms. Pilette also has concerns about invasive species management and would like the City to
identify a long term plan for management. There are high priority invasive species unique to
Northern Michigan, particularly Petoskey (Black Swallow Wort) that have potential grant and/or
partnership opportunities for effective management. The City will contact CAKE (Charlevoix,
Antrim, Kalkaska, Emmet Counties) as there could be coordination for assistance.
The Commissioners supported continued research on invasive species management.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Parks and Recreation Commission, the
meeting was adjourned at 7:55 P.M. Motion for adjournment was made by Commissioner
Hansen, seconded by Commissioner Morey, with all members present voting aye.
YEAS: Hansen, McMullen, Morey, Turk, Walker (5)
NAYS: (0)
The next scheduled meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission will be held at 7:00 P.M.
on Monday, May 8, 2017 at the City Hall Parkside Room.

Minutes reviewed and approved by Kendall Klingelsmith, Director of Parks and Recreation.

